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NEWSLETTER
A HAND UP, NOT A HANDOUT

Feeling Stuck but Hopeful

Stepping into her apartment in our Transitional Housing Program (THP), Tiffany and her two children, all
breathed a sigh of relief. It was the first time in nearly two years that they would have their own bedrooms
and a kitchen to cook in. A domestic violence survivor, Tiffany made the difficult choice to flee her abusive
situation not knowing where she would live with her children. They slept on floors and couches at friend’s
homes for several months until they found Homeless Solutions.
Tiffany had a good job so she has been able to pay off debts, and focus on her children. Since she arrived
she has been desperately searching for permanent housing she can afford. Like so many in our program,
the options were limited. She was earning too much to qualify for most affordable housing options, but too
little to afford market rate rents.
Things took a turn for the worse when the pandemic struck. She was furloughed from her job and her
children became virtual learners making it challenging to find work that could be done remotely.
Not working has severely impacted her ability to find permanent housing.
Tiffany shared her struggle, “This has been really hard. I am still out of work and can’t access my
unemployment benefits, I feel stuck and overwhelmed. I have a Bachelor’s Degree and always had
a stable job, I’m feeling blindsided by this situation.” Despite it all she remains optimistic and takes
things day by day. Tiffany is grateful for all the support she receives from staff and HSI supporters. She
shared, “The kindness has brought me a much needed peace of mind. Simple things like groceries
and toiletries that I struggle to afford helps so much. I am thankful from the bottom of my heart.”
This is only one story but one that many are facing in our programs. We are doing what we can to keep
them hopeful and are thankful for the support from our community.

Sharing the Impact of COVID on
the State of Affairs Show

HSI CEO, Dan McGuire, discusses the eviction crisis on the State of Affairs
show with Emmy-award winning broadcaster Steve Adubato.

CEO Dan McGuire had a chance to interview with Emmy awardwinning broadcaster Steve Adubato on his State of Affairs show.
A major topic discussed was the impact of COVID-19 on exacerbating
the homeless challenge. We are seeing extreme hardships faced
by our shelter guests as well as tenants in our affordable homes.
These include job loss, daycare closures, remote learning, mental
health crises, addiction challenges and other obstacles. Our biggest
concern is with the impending eviction crisis.

Tiffany* fled her domestic violence
situation and was on good path until
the pandemic derailed her. She is
working hard to stay optimistic for her
family and doing what she can to move
forward.

Want to learn how you
can help our program
participants? Contact
StephanieCicale@hsinj.org
* While this story is true, the name
has been changed out of respect for
this family’s privacy. Thank you for
understanding.

A statewide eviction moratorium that was enacted early in the
pandemic is somewhat of a double-edged sword. “It’s working and
fewer people are becoming homeless, which is good news,”
Dan shared. “However, the rental arrears continue to accrue
and a bill will come due, and there has been limited progress by
government on how to resolve this. Additionally, less movement
in the market makes it harder for our Case Managers to secure
permanent housing for our shelter guests. It also impacts our
organization in our role as a landlord, with many households
unable to pay their rent.”
We continue to own and operate 74 affordable apartments. We are
taking measures to ease the burden for our tenants brought on by
the pandemic. For those behind on their rent, we are connecting
them to tenant-based rent relief programs and offering payment
plans. We have also applied to state programs that help landlords
with declining rents.
The vaccine has certainly provided hope, but 2021 is shaping up to
be every bit as challenging as last year with both the ongoing health
concerns and eventually dealing with the economic reckoning.
We are grateful to our supporters for their generosity in 2020 and
feel comfort knowing we can continue to rely on them as we keep
pushing forward through this difficult time.
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A Night in the Cold
It was a very cold and very windy
night on Saturday, December 5th but
that did not stop the 150 participants
from sleeping out in the cold. Their
drive to help raise awareness and
funds for the homeless in our
community was all the motivation
they needed. They worked hard to
reach their fundraising goals and
we are just overwhelmed by the
remarkable support of this first time
event, it exceeded our expectations.

It was a virtual experience and participants slept where and how they
wanted. We stayed connected through social media. HSI CEO, Dan
McGuire, kicked things off with a live message Saturday night and
shared his reflections live early Sunday morning. In between, we were
so encouraged with the level of engagement amongst participants who
were sharing videos, photos, and comments about their experience. We
even heard from an HSI shelter graduate, Melody. She shared her hard
to imagine story of sleeping on a bench in the cold in just her vest with
no food, and no money. Today she is back on her feet living in one of our
permanent affordable housing properties.
Many participants shared their humbling experience and gratitude for
the opportunity to gain a new perspective on the brutal challenges
street homeless people face. Alex Rivera joined the Keller Williams
Metropolitan Team after seeing their post on social media. He slept
outside on his porch and was thrilled to exceed his fundraising goal
thanks to friends, family and many co-workers at Movement Mortgage.
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If you are able to help provide any of
these items please contact

TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org

PANTRY ITEMS: 5 oz. Dixie (or other brand) paper cups,
Antibacterial Wipes, Dinner Napkins, Hand Soap, Paper Plates,
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper

CLOTHING & LINENS: Men’s & Women’s Underwear (New),
Men’s & Women’s sweatpants (bottoms only), Men’s flip flops,
Pillows (new), Towels

A Big Thank You to Our Friends
at Lakeland Bank
If you are able to help provide any of

items please
contact
Lakeland Bank initiatedthese
a Housing
Impact
Grant program a
TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org
few years ago. The timing was perfect as we were planning
our build for eight affordable apartments on MLK Ave. in
Morristown. After touring our facilities and learning about
the project, Lakeland Bank felt we were the perfect candidate
for the grant. We applied and were honored to be awarded
$10,000! If that was not enough, the bank also stepped up
to help with our furniture needs for the units, donating gently
used chairs and tables from their office.

“HSI has been an indispensable partner to many
homeless people in the Morris County community. It’s
their unwavering dedication to offer attractive and
affordable housing options so these families can return to
independent living that inspired Lakeland to expand this
relationship,” said Debra Zimmerly, Lakeland Bank VP, CRA/
Fair Banking Officer. “We strongly believe their mission
is making a difference, and look forward to supporting
future projects.”
Since completing the MLK Ave. project, Lakeland Bank has
provided $25,000 in grant funding to support additional HSI
Shelter Programs in both 2019 and 2020. And HSI was a
recipient of donations for our food pantry in response to the
pandemic.
On behalf of all of us at HSI, thank you Lakeland Bank for your
generous support in being an invaluable partner in the fight to
eradicate homelessness.

“

I am sure my experience for one night will never compare to what
someone who is homeless has to go through. There have been many
periods in my life where someone has provided me hope and love. In
return, I wanted to stretch out my hand to help lift those struggling and
let them know that there are many in this world who
do care about them.

“

Alex Rivera
Movement Mortgage
Team Keller Williams Metropolitan

A photo from October 2019 with Lakeland Bank’s Debra Zimmerly and Kim Ryan
presenting their grant check to HSI’s Dan McGuire and Stephanie Cicale for the
8 unit housing project on MLK Ave. in Morristown.

Working Together with local Non-profit Partners to Provide Housing

We are excited to announce our long-awaited collaboration with local non-profit partners, Family
Promise of Morris County (FP) and Morris Habitat for Humanity (MHH). This partnership will provide
hope for women experiencing homelessness through a project utilizing upgraded, existing homes
owned by Morris County.
The campus of nine homes has been fittingly named Promising Solutions by the partners. Each
organization has a specific role. HSI is overseeing the renovations and will serve as landlord and
maintain the buildings and grounds while FP will provide social services. In keeping with a focus on
a non-profit collaboration, HSI knew MHH would be the perfect partner to contract for the renovations.
They not only made it affordable with their trusted labor, but they will also enlist volunteer resources
– a true community effort.

HSI CEO Dan McGuire with Morris County and
non-profit partners to provide shared housing
for homeless single women.

The homes are ideally located in proximity to many community resources and public transportation
and will eventually accommodate up to 32 women in a shared housing model. It comes at a pivotal
time, with economic fallout from the pandemic expected to spike evictions and homelessness.
The homes need extensive renovations to the kitchens, bathrooms, and floors. Phase 1 of the project,
which is to renovate four of the homes, is well underway and will be completed this winter. Phase 2
includes renovations to the remaining five homes, which is expected to be completed by the end of
2021.

HSI will oversee the renovations and serve as
the landlord for this this joint housing project.

Promising Solutions is already seeing positive results. A current tenant, who was previously
homeless, shared, “I don’t know where I would be without this opportunity. I had to flee from
my situation and was living on the streets. It was cold and scary but now I feel safe and have
the support I need. I’m so grateful for this place and for those that made it possible. I’m truly
overwhelmed by the kindness of strangers.”

Weekly Staple at the Shelter
When Angela Klein spotted HSI’s need for
volunteers in her church bulletin to serve
dinner at a local homeless shelter, she
knew what she had to do. With her family’s
enthusiastic support, Angela reached out to
offer their help.

Angela Klein, with her husband Scott
and two daughters Samantha and
Juliana, adjust their busy schedules to
help others.

Since that day, the family of four have
become a weekly staple at HSI. Even during
the height of the pandemic, the Klein Family
never missed a beat—cooking meals, serving
dinners and the occasional lunch. Whenever
we call, even with last minutes needs, we can
rely on their help. Outside of their work in the
kitchen, the four also coordinated a collection
of much needed paper products and utensils
for the shelter pantry.

While Angela and her family are actively engaged with several charities, they
are particularly interested in the work we do here at HSI—building homes,
hosting fundraising events and raising awareness for those struggling—
which continues to fuel their passion to offer ongoing support.
Angela shared what keeps them coming back, “We like being able to chat
with the shelter guests and hear about what they have been up to while
we serve dinner. Seeing firsthand what a difference you can make by
giving a few hours of your time is so rewarding. Life can be challenging
for some and Homeless Solutions is there for those that need it. It really
is an honor for us to work with such a great organization.”
Learn more how you can volunteer by contacting TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org

We invite you to join our non-event fundraiser in support
of the homeless families & individuals in Morris County.

MARCH 2021

We invite you to join our non-event fundraiser. It was a difficult
decision to close the curtain on the Bash this year, but it is the safest
and best choice during this extraordinary time.
While the event is imaginary, the need is still very real. Our Main
Shelter continues to operate 24/7 and our Programs & Services staff
are dedicated to breaking the cycle of homelessness for each and
every guest. The pandemic continues to create extreme hardships
like HSI has never seen before - job loss, daycare closures, remote
learning, mental health crises and other obstacles - which are very
overwhelming.
This year there is no dress to buy or babysitter to call. We hope that
in lieu of supporting the event by attending, bidding on Auction items,
or participating in the Wine Pull & Raffles that you will consider
purchasing a non-event ticket or make a donation to Homeless
Solutions.
You can scan here or go to
HomelessSolutions.org/HSIBash2021
to support the event
With no event costs, 100% of your non-event support
will go directly towards helping our shelter guests.
Questions? Contact LaceyAstrella@hsinj.org

Exciting Staff News

Join us in congratulating staff members, Christine Sutherland and Kari Szary, on their promotions to the Executive team. We are so pleased
to have them not only as part of our staff, but also key members of our HSI family as donors and champions of our mission.
KARI SZARY,
Director of Human Resources

CHRISTINE SUTHERLAND,
Director of Finance
Christine comes to us with over
25 years’ experience in Finance
and Information Technology
Services with a BS in Accounting
from Rutgers University. She first
joined our team in 2016 as the
Accounting & Grants Manager
and was promoted to Director of Finance in October 2020. When
she is not busy working at HSI she is advocating for HSI! Over the
years she has been a fundraiser on our bike team and recently for
our inaugural A Night in the Cold. She also “adopted a room” at the
shelter and gave it a makeover with fresh paint, new linens, and
home décor. We can count on Christine in and out of the office.
She is proud to be an HSI employee and does what she can to get
friends, family and really anyone that will listen, involved at HSI.
She shared the moment that inspired her, “I knew I was part
of something truly unique when I attended my first Bash and
witnessed donors’ generosity and commitment to their
community by raising their hands to bid on the opportunity to
cook Thanksgiving dinner for our guests at the Shelter, and listening to their impassioned stories about why they volunteer at HSI.”

Tribute Gifts (Oct 3, 2020 - Feb 4, 2021)
IN HONOR OF

Nisha Ahamed
Sonya Ahamed
Jalyssa Alacron
Mary Holcomb
Cole Becker
Nicole Morella
The Billington & Hazel
Parents
Courtney Billington
Laurel Bridge Software
Dean & Beth Kaufman
Ana Braga
Mary Holcomb
Greg Calotta
Joe Nuccio
Elba Spadavecchia
Annette Catino
Mary Papandrea
Vinny Civetta
Mirtes Lobaito
Mary Couture
Debanie Montgomery
Andy Delinsky
The Peck School
M.G. Denton
Caroline & Kevin Smith
Evelyn DeVito
Louis Manzo

Kari joined the staff in 2007 after
supporting the organization for 5
years as a volunteer. She has been
overseeing our Human Resources
and Talent Management functions
since 2013 and was named Director
of Human Resources in October,
2020. Kari began her career in Corporate Finance, serving various
roles across the Accounting, Finance and Legal functions for Dun &
Bradstreet. She holds a BS in Accounting from Rutgers University
and has held SHRM certification (Society of Human Resources
Management) since 2017. She says she is inspired by our staff,
“It’s so rewarding to collaborate with such a compassionate and
dedicated staff who work tirelessly to do what they need to help
the people in our programs.” It’s this inspiration that keeps Kari
busy not just as an employee, but also a donor and supporter for the
organization. She has attended just about every Bash (about 18!) and
rode up many hills as a fundraiser for our bike team, cooked at the
shelter, lugged furniture into apartments for our graduates, and
organized many donation drives.

Linda & Gina Disibio
Louis Manzo

The Haverland McBride Family
Patricia Haines

Terrence & Shanna O’Hara
Judith Brodbeck

Tom Uhlman
Lisa Spiegel

George Konopski
James Savage

Anne & John Duffy
Richard Rose

Lynn Haynes & Paul
Schuenzel
Anonymous

Maxwell, Spencer &
Victoria Pascal
Roy Pascal

Adam Wake
Elizabeth Sobel

Arthur Muti
Mr. and Mrs. James Ferguson

Jen Waldron
Steve Goscinski

Andrea Onorato
Chris & Audrey Onorato
Richard & Jessica Sullo

Michelle Ernest
Carolina Magee
Carl & Margaret Fasano
Louis Manzo
Melody Fell
Deanna LaFave
Linda Randall
Doreen Sydla
William J. Fiore
Tina Holcomb
Kim Kramer Ganz & David
Ganz
Marjorie Ganz
Wesley Gaynor
Georgia & Tom Papathomas
George & Tobi Goldman
Adam Idleberg
Linda Idleberg
Tom & Amanda Greene
Elsie Greene
Kara Gropler
Lisa Gropler
Michael Habermann
Carol Todd

Adam Idleberg
Linda Idleberg

Red Rick Technologies
Dean & Beth Kaufman

Ron & Christine Johnson
Louis Manzo

Norman Rein
Ann Schwartzstein

Eleanor G. Kimball
Samuel Kimball
Marsha Kimball

Susan Rennie
Steve Goscinski
Tamala Reynolds
Steve & Charlotte Frank

My Parents
Katherine Scott-Kirschner

Shelby Rosen
Bob Gittlin

Noelia Mann
Jesse & Sabine Mann

Christi Sauter
Karen & Mitch Abrahams

Vincent & Sarah Manzo
Louis Manzo

Linda T. Snyder
Tina Holcomb

Dan McGuire
Lucy & Gary Deutsch
Meredith McGuire &
Jim Spickard
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Millman
Louis Manzo
Michael Morris
Susan Morris
Thomas Murphy
Gillian Murphy

The Sokol & Koning Families
Matthew Sokol &
Ashley Koning
Cecilia Thiam
Jesse & Sabine Mann
Suzanne & Erik Tracy
Mary Anne Ramer
Steve Trozinski
Daniel & Charlotte O’Connell

Michael Zawacke
Kathy & Bob Zawacke
Wendi & Pete Zimmerman
Elsie Greene
MP & Jon Zimmerman
IN MEMORY OF

Yvette Bouchedid
Dany Bouchedid
George Canberg
Kevin & Sarah Canberg
Leo P. Carroll
Jeannine Lee
Mary Dingler
Louise Goller
Ruth Frost
Sarah Frost Vosburgh &
Jeffrey Vosburgh
Tom Greene, Sr.
Tom & Amanda Greene
Carol Ann Jarman
Victoria Jarman
Bailey McDaniel

Lee H. Pavis
Storm & Daniel Rose
Radha Gundu Rao
Geetha Sreenath
Doris E. Reiner
Catherine & Curtis Fleitstra
Paula Roberts
Barbara Pantazopoulos &
Frank Ferrell
Krishna Bhaskar Tammana
& Suresh Tammana
Yasoda Tammano
Neal Sandford Weitzman
Ellie Weitzman
Frances Wolfe
Ellen & Byron Collins
Amy Yapaola
Elissa & Mahmut Guner
Lauren & Stephen Loebs
John Yapaola
Kipp & Dannny Yapaola

Our Mission: To offer shelter, services, and supportive housing to homeless and low income people.
George Goldman
Chair

A Hand UP, Not a HandOUT

Colleen Bondy
Warren Estey
Mike Gayda
Mary LeBlanc
Diane Mann

Jim Nason
Vice Chair

Dan McGuire
CEO

Gary Pancoast
Georgia Papathomas
Steve Schroeder
Rob Schmitt
George Scott

Lee Taurman
Steve Trozinski
Tom Uhlman
Megan Young
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