
 Living in Fear to Living the Dream 
Raising her daughter in Irvington, NJ was not the dream Lisa* envisioned for her 
child.  She desperately wanted to get her bright daughter the proper education  
that she deserved in a safe neighborhood.  In spite of her good job working for a 
well-known insurance company, it was a daily struggle making ends meet as a single 
mother while also bravely fighting her own battle with Lupus.  She lived in fear  
everyday knowing her daughter was walking home from school in a neighborhood 
with one of the highest crime rates.

One day, her fears became reality.   
She fought back tears as she shared  
the story of the day her daughter was  
attacked – that changed everything.  
She immediately moved out and lived 
with family for as long as she could.  
She learned about HSI’s affordable 
housing and after some time she  
qualified and was accepted as a tenant!  

The move was life changing.  Lisa explained, “if I didn’t find HSI, I would still be  
in an unsafe environment, and my daughter would not have been able to  
accomplish the goals she has to be an attorney.” Her daughter is now attending  
a four-year university! 

Lisa shared her gratitude for our program and her excitement about looking to buy  
a house saying, “I am excited to move on and have a new family take over our  
apartment and benefit from the good life we built as a tenant at HSI.”

* While this story is true, the name has been changed out of respect for this family’s privacy. 
Thank you for understanding.

We help many people like Lisa and her daughter.   
We are proud to be a leader of affordable housing  
in Morris County. Over the last 15 years we’ve  
continued to provide homes that people can afford for 
the working poor in our community. As the focus of 
new apartment construction shifts toward luxury and 
high-end markets, this need becomes increasingly 
important. To date, HSI owns and operates 74  
apartments that are home to 160 adults and  
children.
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If I didn’t find HSI, I would still be 
in an unsafe environment, and my 
daughter would not have been able 
to accomplish the goals she has to 
be an attorney.

“
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Lisa was able to give her daughter a better life and save 
money while being an HSI  tenant and is now getting ready to 
buy a house. 



PANTRY ITEMS
5 oz. Dixie (or other brand) paper cups

Antibacterial Wipes

Dinner Napkins

Hand Soap

Paper Plates

Paper Towels

Toilet Paper

CLOTHING & LINENS
Men’s & Women’s Underwear (New)

Men’s flip flops

Pillows (new)

Towels

Twin sized blankets  
(in new or excellent condition)

Wish List

If you are able to help provide any of  
these items please contact  

TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org

FALL 2020

Don’t Miss “A Night in the Cold!”

Valley Making a Difference 

Our CEO, Dan McGuire, invites you to join him on Saturday, December 
5th for our first ever “A Night in the Cold” fundraising event.  Brave 
the elements by sleeping outside for one night to help raise funds and 
awareness around homelessness in our community. 

Our goal is to raise $60,000 for our shelter programs.  We want  
everyone to join us - families, individuals, faith and school groups, 
sports teams, the scouts, businesses.  You can participate alone or in 
socially-distanced groups. We make fundraising easy with our resource 
kit to guide you.

Although Dan expects it will be a long, uncomfortable night, he is  
looking forward to the experience. “It’s something that anyone  
can do and there is a real opportunity to elevate education and 
advocacy around homelessness. You can spend the night in a 
car or in a tent or just a sleeping bag – these are all among the 
ways our street homeless neighbors exist when they are without 
shelter.”

Want to learn more or support Dan?  
Check out our website www.hsinj.org 

Valley is a partner that is always 
there for us.  This was apparent in 
2017 when we needed loan support 
for major renovations to our historic 
Mt. Kemble Home (for senior women 
of limited means) to now where  
we received a significant gift as a  
beneficiary of their Community 
Pledge CD program.

Valley is not just a partner we can 
rely on for corporate financial  
support.  Their staff volunteerism 
and personal support over the  
past 16 years has truly impacted  
our guests and their families.  

  
First Sr. VP, and HSI CAC member, Dorothy Kahlau shared their motivation, “HSI is focused in our  
neighborhood, in our own backyard, ensuring that every dollar and every hour that comes  
from their volunteers and contributors is put to the full and best use for our neighbors in need.” 

There seems to be no limit to the ways their staff show their support.  Their HR team has helped our 
shelter guests understand about paycheck deductions and employee rights/benefits, they wrap holiday 
presents, provide Thanksgiving meals, sponsor and attend our events.  They serve on our Corporate 
Advisory Council and have staff participate on our Young Professional Advisory Council.  A few staff 
members even rode on our bike team and fundraised for our affordable housing.  

Valley is more than a corporate supporter.  They are genuinely invested in our mission and its success.  
We are thrilled to have such a fantastic partner in our HSI family. 

Our CEO, Dan McGuire, wants you to join him for our first A Night in the Cold fundraiser.

Being a Dream Builders’ Bash sponsor is only one of the many ways our friends  
from Valley show their support.



Welcome to the Board! A Virtually Perfect  
Women’s Day 

GARY PANCOAST

Gary discovered Homeless Solutions 
through his work as a Senior Managing 
Director of Peapack Gladstone Private 
Bank.  He connected a client to us and 
then took a special interest because of  
his personal commitment to combat  
homelessness. Gary had developed a 
friendship with a street homeless man 
who was once a prominent lawyer and 
family man until tragedy struck.

After going on his first shelter tour Gary shared, “Seeing first hand all  
that the organization does is both heartbreaking and heartwarming.”  
He and his wife Lisa were instantly compelled to get more involved.   
Lisa is now on our Dream Builders’ Bash committee and Gary and his 
Peapack team refurbished a room at the shelter.

Gary knows that homelessness often comes with a stigma. With that in 
mind, he truly understands that each of our guests have their own personal 
story of hardship. He wants to do his part and give them the hand up they 
need.  After being asked about his favorite memory at HSI, Gary recalled, 
“One particular story of a single father reunited with his baby daughter  
really got me. It seemed they saved each other.” 

STEVE SCHROEDER 

Steve is a longstanding volunteer in his 
local community with a penchant for doing 
good. A Duke University Alum, Steve works 
as President and CEO of Atlas Refinery, 
Inc.; he is the 5th generation of Schroeders 
to lead the 133 year old company.
 
The road to becoming a Board member 
was a natural progression for Steve.   
It started by attending the Dream Builders’ 

Bash and then taking a shelter tour.  Five years later both Steve and his  
wife Megan find themselves immersed in HSI from Steve’s service on the 
Corporate Advisory Council and Megan joining the Bash committee.  

One of the most rewarding experiences for their family was getting a chance 
to interact with the shelter guests while cooking at the shelter.  One night 
their 11 year old daughter Emerson met a boy her age and they talked about 
TV shows, movies, and books they both liked.  Steve shared, “It was a huge 
teaching moment for her to meet someone who seemed just like her – 
same age, same grade, same interests, etc. – but yet away from school 
their lives could be so different.”  Even more poignant was hearing the 
boy tell them he wants to serve people at a shelter kitchen one day and give 
back to someone else. 

We are pleased to announce the addition of two new  
Board of Trustee Members. Our 13th Annual Women’s Day event went entirely  

virtual this year and gave attendees a one-of-a-kind 
experience.  We were humbled by the 145 returning and 
new participants that joined us.  The day started with an 
hour of yoga with Nicole of Niyama Yoga. We then got 
an executive update from our CEO Dan McGuire, shortly 
before hearing from Chris Cannon about his curated  
rosé selection of the day.  After enjoying some bubbly, 
attendees headed to their kitchens - laptops in tow – 
and followed along as Chef Leia Gaccione prepared 
ricotta gnudi using our hard to find secret ingredient:  
hen of the woods mushrooms. 

As if that wasn’t enough excitement (and food!) for 
the day, we topped it off with a lighthearted blooper 
reel from the event, and a homemade petite chocolate 
brownie pie from the Artist Baker. 

Event Chair, Lillian Aldaia shared that it was not only 
about having fun.  Women’s Day raises money for  
childcare so families at HSI can work.  “As a working 
mom, I know that I am able to have a career I love 
because my children are safe and happy while I  
am at work, and I strongly believe that everyone 
should have access to safe, affordable, and reliable 
childcare so that they can reach their own goals.” 

Rosanne Santaniello, Fran Maietta, Claudia Torrisi and Janine Chilson  
set their intentions at Women’s Day.

Women’s Day attendees Samara Alboum and her daughter Layla with  
Event Chair, Lillian Aldaia work together to make their gnudi.



IN HONOR OF 

Lillian Aldaia 
Laura Norwalk & Gregory Bendelius

Donald Bailey 
Matt Taranto

Sarah Canberg 
Art & Ann Corwin

Linda Gillam 
Millie Legenhausen

George & Tobi Goldman 
Paula & Neil Best 
Diane Goldman

Homeless Solutions 
Amit Desai

Don Kidd 
Michael Smith

Paul Koch 
Kate Cochrane

Dan McGuire 
Linda Stamato

Kathy McNeil 
Kathleen Cipriani

Ed Moriarty’s Birthday 
Ginny Moriarty

Susan Rennie 
Steve Goscinski

Chrissy Slapsys’ Birthday 
Cassandre Stump

Anthony & Anna Speciale’s Wedding 
Judy Fierro 
Brian Kavinski 
Sabrina Literati 
Nicholas Mandorlo 
Doug Vanderhoof

Suzanne Warnasch 
Tommy Mozier

IN MEMORY OF
Mary Brooks 
Kate & Jonathon Mortenson

Nancy Hollifield 
Stephanie & Sal Cicale

Brent Kohere 
Stephanie & Sal Cicale

Vera Lewis 
Stephanie & Sal Cicale 
Art & Ann Corwin 
Elaine & Charles Johnson 
Mary & Kenny Kennon 
Veronica & Walter Lacz 
Jim & Kerry Nason 
Susan & Mark Robinson 
Wendi & Pete Zimmerman

Edith & David Mead 
Linda Mead

Leni Muscarella 
Frank & Kay Failla

Arthur “Pops” Muti 
The Squadron 
Regina & Mitch Abramowitz 
Sue Ananian 
Barbara Bertschy 
Art Brinker 
Donna Dalotto 
Conny Detzler 
Toby Frey 
William Gatlin 
Pete Haas 
Edward & Margaret Hoff 
Joseph Laderer 
Robert & Martha Leech 
Brittney Lofthouse 
Diane Luzzi 
Meral Malady 
John Maypole 
Krista Michalowicz 
Maureen Miller 
Geraldine Murphy 
Thomas O’Brien 
Dean Peacock 
James Piscitelli 
Stan Schlesinger 
Irene & Harry Shannon 
Diana & Alan Supersano 
Susan Taber 
Richard & Linda Walsh 
Andrea & Matt White

Sandra Oppenheim 
Linda & Norman Idleberg

Doris E. Reiner 
Micael Cisek 
Rosalind Clarke 
Barbara & Donald Cole 
David Cole 
Patrice & Sadik Gjokaj 
Petrina Ann Hardiman 
Elizabeth Roberts

Marjorie Reinhard 
Brooklake Park Condominiums 
    Association 
Christine Sutherland &  
   Michelle Mendez

Neal Sandford Weitzman 
Ellie Weitzman

Shermon Williams 
Angela Jamerson 
Michal Ksiadz

YOUTH in ACTION
 

Tribute Gifts May 27, 2020 - Sept 30, 2020

JAKE HAWTHORNE 

The pandemic got 12-year-old 
Jake’s creative juices flowing!   
He dusted off his sewing machine 
and began working tirelessly 
making masks for his family and 
friends.  He then got the idea to 
make it part of his Bar Mitzvah 
project. He built a website  
(in one night!) and began selling 
them.  There was no hesitation 
when deciding where to donate 
the proceeds. Jake knows HSI 

well through his mother Lauren Kaplan’s longtime support and  
involvement.  He sold over 100 masks helping provide over  
2 weeks of shelter to HSI guests!  He enjoys getting involved in  
his community and helping those in need, knowing that, as he  
puts it, “any good deed is a brighter day for someone else!”

ANDREW TAURMAN 

The adults in our shelter enjoyed 
some great gifts last year thanks  
to the efforts of 14-year-old 
Andrew. He collected over $1,300 
and was able to provide the adults 
with robes, pajamas, slippers, and 
Walmart gift cards. 

His parents Lee and Renee have 
been loyal HSI supporters for over 
10 years.  He remembers touring 
the shelter and being surprised to 
see how few personal items people 

had.  It played a role in his inspiration to host a Holiday Gift Drive. 
He shared, “Some people may not have the means financially to 
have a happy holiday or even afford basic needed items, never 
mind gifts.  You must think of those that don’t.  Sometimes they 
just need a helping hand and someone to believe in them.”

Want to host a holiday gift drive?   
Contact TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org

Administrative Office:  3 Wing Drive, Suite 245  |  Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927  |  (973) 993-0900  |  HomelessSolutions.org
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Colleen Bondy
Warren Estey
Mike Gayda

Mary LeBlanc
Diane Mann

Gary Pancoast
Georgia Papathomas

Steve Schroeder
Rob Schmitt
George Scott

Lee Taurman
Steve Trozinski
Tom Uhlman
Megan Young

A Hand UP, Not a HandOUT

George Goldman
Chair

Jim Nason
Vice Chair

Dan McGuire
CEO


