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 Major components of the renovation included:

 •  completely renovating every residential room, all common areas,  
and the office of the resident manager

 •  enlarging the existing elevator shaft and replacing the cab and  
mechanicals to ADA standards 

 • remodeling all of the bathrooms 

 •  converting a small kitchenette into a commercial grade  
common area kitchen

 •  modifying electrical, plumbing, heating, and sprinkler systems

 • replacing the roof 

 • repairing and painting the exterior of the Home

 • repaving and curbing the parking lot

 • regrading the rear and installing drywells to control runoff

TD Bank Community Development Manager Roxanne Vivanco said, “TD 
Bank’s funding in this worthy project aligns with our overall commitment to 
housing and stabilization of neighborhoods.  We are pleased to see our  
contribution has expanded this historic home and the overall project will 
preserve this housing resource and make it more accessible.”

Interested in creating outreach activities to inform the larger community 
about this social, housing, and historic resource?  Consider joining  
The Mount Kemble Home Advisory Committee.  Contact Housing  
Development Director Tom Clark at tomclark@hsinj.com.

Renovation Celebration!
There were balloons, a giant red ribbon, and lots of excited supporters and 
tenants - on Wednesday, January 18 we hosted a ribbon cutting at The 
Mt. Kemble Home to celebrate the completion of our $1.5M extensive, multi-
phased renovation!   The renovation, which incorporated many safety and 
mobility enhancements, began in June 2015 and has increased The Home’s 
capacity from 19 residential rooms to 22; this means three additional senior 
women of limited means will have safe, affordable housing in Morristown.  

Homeless Solutions CEO Dan McGuire welcomed the crowd, saying, “Our 
Homeless Solutions team is thrilled and proud to have been able to complete 
this extensive renovation.  Thanks to the TD Charitable Foundation, the  
Federal Home Loan Bank of NY, Valley National Bank, and our capital  
campaign supporters, the residents of The Home are living in an updated and 
safe environment.”

The Mt. Kemble Home was founded in 1883 to provide affordable housing  
for senior single women of very limited means, and it is listed on national  
and state historic registers, in part due to its unique, purpose-built social  
mission.   Effective May 1, 2013 Homeless Solutions welcomed The Home 
to our organization as one of our programs providing shelter, housing, and 
supportive services to low income people. 

 TD Bank Retail Manager Ruth Kranik, HSI Board Chair Sarah Canberg, 
MKH resident Meg Bennett, MKH House Manager Elizabeth Johnson, 
Valley National Bank EVP & Chief Administrative Officer Andrea Onorato, 
Morristown Mayor Tim Dougherty (back) – HSI former Trustee Janet 
Foster, Principal of Lia Construction Tony Lia, HSI CEO Dan McGuire & HSI 
Housing Development Director Tom Clark



 News from Homeless  Solutions, Inc.

Holiday Elves!

Thank you so much to all of our “holiday elves” whose dedication and 
enthusiasm made the holidays more special for our guests!  Our volunteers 
hosted parties, donated and wrapped gifts, and prepared holiday meals.   
Our staff works very hard to make our guests’ time at our Shelter and/or our 
Transitional Housing Program productive and pleasant, but not having your 
own home is challenging, especially during the holidays.  We offer our  
sincere thanks to everyone who gave of themselves to make this a  
happy, joyful time for our guests! 

Coming Soon – More Homes  
People Can Afford!

Bridging  
the Digital  
Divide
We were recently selected as 
a beneficiary of the Electronic 
Access Foundation (EAF), a 
unique organization established 
for the purpose of donating 
surplus electronic equipment 
to qualified charitable organi-
zations in need.  EAF recently 
donated 30 computers to 
families and individuals at 

our shelter, in our Transitional Housing Program, and in our Outreach 
Program.  This is a significant step forward in helping our guests bridge 
the “digital divide.”

Searching for a job, taking college classes, and attending high school 
without ready access to a computer and the internet is extremely chal-
lenging, and, unfortunately, it’s a situation many of our guests and tenants 
in our outreach program find themselves in.  Electronic access, which has 
become an everyday necessity, is something they simply can’t afford.  

 
 

Olivia* is one example; she is a hardworking mother of two earning  
her college degree online – without access to her own computer.  Every 
day, between job interviews, she would bring her two daughters to the 
library so she could login to her school account and do her work. It was 
challenging, but she was determined and was moving ahead with her 
studies.  Then EAF entered the picture, donated a newly refurbished  
computer, and changed Olivia’s life.  Now she is the proud owner of her 
own computer and can do her course work in her family’s room at the shelter!  

EAF obtains donations through partnerships with corporations,  
universities, and organizations by offering them an alternative to  
recycling their surplus electronic equipment.  They accept bulk donations 
of retired computers, wipe them clean of data, and install an operating 
system and basic software. The organization then donates the computers 
to low income people and provides monitors, keyboards, a mouse and 
cabling.  Their philosophy is “Donating surplus electronics can save 
the earth and change people’s lives.”  To learn more about EAF or to 
donate equipment, visit them at http://e-access.org/.

We send our heartfelt thanks to EAF Executive Director Ryan McFadden, 
EAF team members Greg Campbell, Tim Connolly, Derek Campbell,  
and the entire EAF organization - you are making a significant difference 
in people’s lives!

*Name has been changed.

Staff Supports Appeal
We recently completed our 2nd Annual Staff Appeal, and we are so 
proud to share that we had 88% staff participation in this voluntary 
giving campaign.  Such a high level of participation is further evidence of 
just how committed and passionate our staff members are about the  
housing crisis in our community.   

Director of Programs & Services Wes Gaynor said, “The employees’  
involvement in the staff appeal not only affirms their belief in our  
mission, but displays their willingness to go the extra mile to help  
someone in need.”

Way to go, team HSI! 

IN HONOR OF

In honor of all the homeless folks 
who shared their life stories with 
me in the late ‘90s when I was  
doing my big 7 month research trip. 
John Connell

M.G. Denton 
Caroline & Kevin Smith

Linda & Gina Disibio 
Louis Manzo, Sr.

John & Anne Duffy 
Terence & Emily Meehan 
Richard & Edith Rose

Marge & Don Ganz  
David & Kim Ganz

Kim Ganz 
Alexis Ganz

Janis Smith Gomez 
Todd Gomez

Betsey Hall 
Jim Dieterle & Maura Ryan

Mary Ellen & Gates Hawn 
Terence & Emily Meehan

Diana Healy 
Dr. Alicia Notkin

Chris & Ron Johnson 
Louis Manzo, Sr.

Dave & Betty-Jane Jones 
Penny & Tom Jones

Peter Kelly 
Bronwen Kelly

Andrea Kirchuk 
Jeanne Yannuzzi 
Catherine Yonki

Ladies of the Faith-Sharing Group 
Laureen Smith

Mary LeBlanc 
Lauren Kaplan

Kathy Leonard 
Patricia Sargent

Rose & Tony Maniscalchi 
Jessica Perri

Vincent & Sarah Manzo 
Louis Manzo, Sr.

Dan McGuire 
Robert & Rosemary Steinbaum 
Kate & Paul Laud

Tom & Anne McHugh 
Penny & Tom Jones

Joey McKernan 
Kevin McKernan

Mary & Ronald Millman 
Louis Manzo, Sr.

Judith & Fotinos Panagakos  
50th Wedding Anniversary 
Ellen Conti 
Julie & Ted Exarhakos

Gratitude for the clients of the  
Pascarella Wealth Management 
Group of Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. 
Charles & Mary Ann Pascarella

Anthony & Rosemarie Raiola 
Louis Manzo, Sr.

Laureen Smith 
Jeanne Yannuzzi 
Catherine Yonki

Thomas Uhlman 
Georgia & Tom Papathomas

Candace Weeks 
Robert & Rosemary Steinbaum

Jeanne Yannuzzi 
Catherine Yonki

Cathy Yonki 
Jeanne Yannuzzi

IN MEMORY OF

Gabriel Vincent Berde 
Louis Manzo, Sr.

John Cole, Jr. 
Elaine & Charles Johnson

Grace Culbertson 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger H. Kirby

Dawn Cutter Kelly 
James Boyd 
EMS Sunshine Club 
John & Joyce Dinapoli 
Dianne Ronald Jocher

Joseph DeLucia 
Francine DeLucia

Ruth Frost 
Joannah & Christopher Pickett 
Sally & Jeffrey Vosburgh

Nancy Galbraith 
Mr. & Mrs. John Galbraith

Grandmother 
Nardeo Ganesh

Isabella Kelley 
Donna Schink

Bonny & Ken Kramer 
David & Kim Ganz

Frank Mazuy 
Julia Bishop

Tribute Gifts to Homeless Solutions  September 1, 2016 – January 31, 2017

Party with a Purpose!
On December 7, Homeless Solutions’ 
Young Professionals hosted their annual 
happy hour at the Laundromat Speakeasy 
in Morristown. Over 50 Young Profession-
als enjoyed an evening of networking, 
raffles and live music in support of HSI’s 
shelter guests. The group donated $1,000 
in gift cards to brighten the holidays for 
families in need! 

Young Professionals Council member 
Andrew Lewis said, “The Party with a Purpose was a tremendous 
success as we saw a lot of new faces come out to this event. HSI’s Young 
Professionals is very much in growth mode - a stable core of volunteers 
working with incredible HSI Staff to create a group that provides for fun, 
casual opportunities to network, make friends and, most importantly,  
to be active members of this thriving community by advancing the 
mission of a local non-profit that is providing critical services to our 
neighbors in need.”

HSI’s Young Professionals is a group of community-minded individuals 
under 40 who live or work in Morris County. This quickly growing group 
offers networking, educational opportunities and the chance to impact the  
community by giving back.  Regularly centered around local networking  
events, the Young Professionals connect those passionate about raising  
awareness and fundraising to those in need.

What’s next? Join the 
group for the upcoming 
annual spring  
fundraiser. Interested in 
learning more, please 
contact HSI Event Manager 
Lacey Berdela at  
(973) 993-0900 x25 or  
laceyberdela@hsinj.org. 

Olivia Ford, Andrew Lewis, Andrew Buttitta, Katie Johnson, 
and Kate Nelson

Chrissy Slapsys, Kim Doyle, and  
Elizabeth Seitz.

Save the Date
Gran Fondo NJ 

September 10, 2017
Morristown

Contact Lacey at laceyberdela@hsinj.org  
for our discount code and to join the  

HSI “Riding for Homes” team!  

Women’s Day
New Date - Monday, October 16, 2017 

 New Venue - Hamilton Farm Golf Club in Gladstone
Friday, December 9, 2016 was an exciting day for Homeless Solutions as we 
broke ground on our latest new project at 24 Walnut Street in Morris Town-
ship.  Braving a bitter cold day and biting winds, members of the County and 
Morris Township municipality, representatives from our funding organizations, 
members of the community and our Project Team, came out for this momentous 
occasion.  It was the first step in an effort that will result in two environmentally 
friendly, two bedroom housing units for low and moderate income households.

In addition to Homeless Solutions funding for this project, we are grateful  
for support from our partners: The Hyde and Watson Foundation, TD  
Charitable Foundation, Morris Township, and the Morris County Office  
of Community Development.  We also acknowledge the professional team 
working on this project, including Schommer Engineering, Limitless  
Construction, and Designs for Life.  

HSI CEO Dan McGuire said, “Breaking ground on this project is an important 
milestone, and we are excited to move forward with the development of two  
more units of housing people can afford in our community.  Thanks to the  
assistance from our supporters, these homes will move from plans to 
reality in 2017.”

All units in Homeless Solutions developments are deed restricted as “afford-
able”, and tenants’ maximum rents are set at 30% of income.  There is a lengthy 
waiting list for HSI apartments; however, the specific needs of each tenant, such as 
number of bedrooms, drives availability.  We expect to complete this project later in 
2017 and we will keep you posted on additional developments along the way!

News from Homeless  Solutions, Inc.

HSI Case Manager Jackie Zapata with one of the families that received a donated computer.

Representatives from TD Bank, Morris County Department of Human Services, Morris Township,  
our Project Team and HSI Executive staff assembled with hard hats and shovels for the official  
groundbreaking.

The ladies of Delta Sigma Theta hosted an amazing Holiday Party for our Transitional Housing  
participants. These dedicated and generous ladies have hosted this party for 20 years - making  
the holidays brighter for so many people!

Tim Connolly, HSI CFO Laura Lannin, and 
Greg Campbell.
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The Bash Was a Blast!  
Our 5th Annual Women’s Day of Adventure was a sold-out event 
held on October 1 at Ninety Acres Culinary Center at Natirar in 
Peapack.  Over 160 women gathered on a glorious autumn day to 
support the work of Homeless Solutions.  This event is both a “friend-
raiser” and a fundraiser for HSI, and we were thrilled to have such a 
wonderful turnout!     

Our adventurous women began their day by participating in a 
challenging boot camp session or a hike through the enchanting 
grounds of Natirar (winding through the Ladd mansion) or an ener-
gizing yoga session in the beautiful gardens.  Guests then mingled 
on the patio sampling appetizers and butternut squash soup shots 
while they learned about HSI’s shelter programs from President Bet-
sey Hall and Board Chair Lillian Geswelli.  Lastly, the group gathered 
in the dining room to enjoy a delicious gourmet lunch and quality time 
with new and old friends alike.  

It was a splendid day for Homeless Solutions and we’d like to thank 
everyone who helped to make it possible – our generous WDA 
Sponsors Mary Ellen and Gates Hawn, our donors, our dedicated 
volunteers, and, of course, all the women who participated in the ad-
venture.  We are very appreciative of what this support means to our 
children in shelter.  Go ahead and mark your calendar for next year’s 
adventure - October 7, 2013! Board member Sarah Canberg, Board Chair Lillian Geswelli, 

President Betsey Hall, Board member Evangeline Tross, & 
Board member Sally Muscarella

Nancy and Bob Boye with Nelson and Nancy Schaenen 
enjoying a Leadership Giving Circle reception at Furnishing 
Solutions.

Boot Camp instructor Mag Irizarry with Someone Else

Homeless Solutions hosted a Thank You Preview Party at 
Furnishing Solutions on September 24, 2012 for our Leadership 
Giving Circle members.  The Leadership Giving Circle is a new 
initiative created to formally thank and update our most gener-
ous benefactors (contributions of $1,000 or more annually).

Guests enjoyed the chance to visit Furnishing Solutions and 
peruse the wonderful assortment of donated items available for 
purchase.  They also heard the “state of HSI” from President 
Betsey Hall.  Board Chair Lillian Geswelli introduced several 
Leadership Giving Circle Advisors including Candace Weeks, 
Kerry & Jim Nason, John Duffy, Nancy & Nelson Schaenen 
and Kristin & Dave Zebrowski.  It was a terrific evening cel-
ebrating the generosity and leadership of some of HSI’s most 
philanthropic supporters.

Homeless Solutions is thrilled to share the news that in October the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York awarded $120,000 in capi-
tal funding to help finance our development at 81 MLK Avenue in 
Morristown.   This project includes six affordable, environmentally 
friendly apartments for low-income households to avoid or emerge 
from homelessness.  Somerset Hills Bank, a member of the Federal 
Home Loan Bank of New York, partnered with HSI to submit the fund-
ing application. 

“Somerset Hills Bank is excited to participate with Homeless Solutions, 
Inc. and the Federal Home Loan Bank of New York in the develop-
ment of much-needed affordable housing in our area,” said Stewart E. 
McClure, Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer of Somerset Hills 
Bank. 

The six apartments incorporate many “green” features to provide a 
healthier living environment and to reduce utility expenses for HSI and 
the tenants.  These include:

• high-efficiency fiberglass windows, 
• insulated concrete forms with fly ash and local aggregate 
• low-flow water fixtures and toilets
• photovoltaics and solar hot water
• Energy Star rated appliances, 
• Hardi Plank siding 
• bamboo or linoleum flooring 
• formaldehyde-free countertops, cabinets and vanities, 
• low VOC or no VOC paints and sealants 

Additionally, the property is around the corner from a park, 
is located at a bus stop, and is in walking distance to down- town 
Morristown.  We are hopeful our new tenants will be able to 
move into their homes early in 2013.  Additional financing is 
being provided by the Morris County HOME program, the New 
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency’s Special Needs 
Housing Trust Fund, and Somerset Hills Bank.
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Wish List

If you’re able to donate any of these 
items, please drop them off at our 
shelter at 540 W. Hanover Ave. in  
Morristown.  Questions?  Contact  

Volunteer Manager Tamala Reynolds  
at tamalareynolds@hsinj.org.

 
Thank you!

Cereal
Coffee

Diapers – large sizes
Baby wipes

Support HSI by shopping at  
smile.amazon.com!  It’s the 
same Amazon you know – and  
Amazon donates .05% of your  
eligible purchases to us!  Just regis-
ter, and select HSI as your charitable  
organization.

Board of Trustees
Sarah M. Canberg

Chair

Jim Fleischmann
Vice Chair

Dan McGuire
CEO

Arthur B. Corwin
Warren Estey

Michael Gayda
George Goldman
Karen A. Grexa
Mary LeBlanc
Diane Mann

Sally Muscarella
Jim Nason

Buddy Scott
Tom Uhlman

Darla Wilkinson
Megan Young

A Hand UP, Not a HandOUT


