
A New Home for Eight Families
 
On Friday, October 25th, we grabbed our giant scissors and proudly cut the 
ribbon for our newest affordable housing project. We joined our supporters, 
as well as federal, state, and local officials to celebrate our new 8-unit 
property located on Martin Luther King Avenue in Morristown.

“HSI is a leader in affordable housing. The impact on and contri-
butions made to the community are clearly evidenced by its recent 
projects. Within the last two years, we’ve opened 12 new affordable 
apartments,” HSI Housing Development Committee Chair Buddy Scott 
proudly shared.

This project was ideal for HSI. The location is close to amenities including 
parks, public transit lines, and downtown businesses. We saw some firsts 
with this project. It was our first property to offer 4-bedroom apartments 
– we are pleased to be able to provide an option for larger families. It was 
also our first property built on land shared by two towns – Morristown and 
Morris Township.

This presented some challenges, but HSI was pleased to have the support 
from both towns. “I am glad the two municipalities could work  
together to bring this fantastic project to fruition. HSI is an invaluable 
resource for many towns and we are grateful for their presence in 
Morris Township,” Township of Morris Mayor Jeff Grayzel reflected.

Morristown Mayor Tim Dougherty concurred and added why HSI is a  
good partner for the town, “HSI has shown a proven track record  
with Morristown in demonstrating project planning, leadership,  
and completing successful affordable housing projects through a 
private-public partnership. This fills a critical missing link in the 
affordable housing community.”

We are grateful to our community partners, donors, and funders that made 
this affordable housing possible. HSI looks forward to the next opportunity 
where we can break out our scissors to provide more homes people can 
afford.

We joined our supporters, as well as federal, state, and local officials to cut the 
ribbon for our newest affordable housing project.

PANTRY ITEMS
5 oz. Dixie (or other brand) paper cups

Antibacterial Wipes
Dinner Napkins

Hand Soap
Paper Plates
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

CLOTHING & LINENS
Men’s & Women’s Underwear

Pillows (new)
Twin sized sheets  

(in new or excellent condition)
Twin sized blankets  

(in new or excellent condition)

HSI helped me get my mental health 
stable and find a full-time job.  
I actually just got a promotion.  
This life change has allowed me to  
reconnect with my kids. Now, I’m there 
for them emotionally and financially.

~ David, Shelter Graduate ”

“
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NEWSLETTER
A HAND UP, NOT A HANDOUT

WINTER 2020

“I never thought I would say I hope I get slimed, but 
I’m willing to if it will help create awareness about 
homelessness in our community and help people in 
need.”  This is what HSI CEO, Dan McGuire said when 
the slime idea was presented to him as part of our 
Giving Tuesday campaign.  

We set a goal to raise $15,000 in 15 days to provide  
15 people with 20 days of shelter. Thanks to the  
generosity of our supporters, we surpassed our goal 
and raised $17,397 – THANK YOU! 

Our shelter graduate Savannah helped make the slime 
and also got the honor of pulling the string to dump  
not one, but two, buckets of slime. It’s worth seeing  
the video! Check it out on our YouTube channel by 
searching “Homeless Solutions.”

Thanks to Dan for being a great sport and to our  
supporters for being part of the fun in support of  
helping the homeless in our community.

Hmm… what will Dan do next year to help raise 
awareness about homelessness? Stay tuned or share 
your viral idea with Wendi at WendiZimmerman@hsinj.org

Shelter graduate Savannah not only 
helped make the slime, but also pulled 
the slime bucket strings.

Why did we Slime our CEO?



HSI Goes Robotic! 

Volunteers Doug & Amy Beal established our first STEM 
program and brought our team of seven children to the 
regional LEGO League competition to present their robot.

Our first ever STEM program took flight this fall  
led by coaches Doug and Amy Beal. Doug is an 
experienced engineer and Amy is a regular kitchen 
volunteer at our Main Shelter. They were looking for 
a different way to give back when they had the idea 
of starting the program.   

The husband and wife team led a weekly class  
for seven children in our program with the help of 
volunteers from Randolph High School Melissa  
Diamint, Daniel Lowe, and Lauren Dagostino.  
Lauren was instrumental in getting the program  
off the ground.  

With donated iPads from the Electronic Access  
Foundation in hand, the children learned to code and 
build a robot to present at the regional LEGO League 
competition. Shannon Muti, HSI’s  Women & Family 
Services Manager enthusiastically shared, “The kids 
looked forward to this each week. Not only was it 
fun for them, but they were able develop critical 
thinking and problem solving skills. It taught 
them to work together and they were proud of 
what they accomplished as a team.”

It was an incredible first time experience for all 
and the team received the Judges Award for their 
teamwork. Thank you to Hilltop Church for funding 
the project and to all the volunteers. You provided a 
life changing experience for these children during a 
difficult time.

Do you have a special skill or knowledge you’d like 
to share with our program participants?  
Contact TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org or  
(973) 993-0900 x213

WINTER 2020

Women’s Day 
attendees 
enjoyed a day 
filled with  
exercise and 
socializing 
in support 
of childcare 
for homeless 
families.

Women’s Day
Women’s Day is not just about mimosas, spa services, and exercising. It is women coming 
together to support homeless mothers and their families. Over 200 women filled Hamilton 
Farm Golf Club for our 12th Annual Women’s Day on Monday, October 21st to help raise funds for 
childcare for our working families. It was a wonderful day and we raised a record high $73,500 
in net proceeds! We are grateful to all who made the event a success.

Young Professionals 
enjoying our 4th Annual 
Party With A Purpose. 
The happy hour helped 
to provide gift cards  
to the homeless  
families in our 
programs during the 
holiday season.

Party With A Purpose
Our 4th Annual Party With A Purpose was a success! Over 80 Young Professionals from Morris 
County came out to network and enjoy a happy hour on Wednesday, December 4th at the Laun-
dromat in Morristown, but they had a purpose – to collect gift cards for the homeless families in 
our shelter for the holidays. This year was our biggest turn out yet, and our young professionals 
raised $4,000 to help make the holidays a bit brighter for our homeless neighbors in need. 
Thank you to our sponsors Moretrench, Norris McLaughlin, Sullivan & Graber, and Valley Bank.

 
Dream Builders’ Bash 
Join us for our 20th Anniversary Black & White Bash on Friday, March 6th at the Westin  
Governor Morris in Morristown and celebrate our honorees…

Tamala Reynolds, HSI Volunteer Manager 

HAND UP AWARD

Vince & Tony Lia
of Lia Construction

DREAM BUILDER AWARD

WANT TO SEND OUR HONOREES A SPECIAL MESSAGE?
Contact WendiZimmerman@hsinj.org 

Deadline February 14th

HSI Events



HSI Goes Robotic! New Warming Center Space 
A basement with what some might say had a “haunted house” feel is now a warm, welcoming space. As 
soon as we heard from the County that we were granted full use of the basement, we knew its purpose – 
expand our Warming Center.

T3 Lacrosse in Morristown, a division of Legacy Global Sports, took on this challenge as part of their  
annual “Day of Service.” A group of 12, including four corporate folks from the Boston office, transformed  
the space. They did everything from cleaning, to painting, hanging pictures, and making beds.

They all left wanting to get more involved. T3 Lacrosse Founder & Director Lori Brown shared,  
“The tour of the shelter was really moving. Many of us were unaware of the homeless  
population in our community and were impressed by the services and successes of  
Homeless Solutions.”

We are proud to now offer 18 beds  
in our Warming Center for street  
homeless people (not the population we 
traditionally serve as a program-based 
shelter). Last year, we provided a total 
of 984 bed nights and now we are able  
to provide even more.

Shelter Room  
Makeovers
When guests arrive at our shelter they are scared.  
They often just have the clothes on their back. But when 
they look around, meet the staff, and see their room,  
they begin to feel hopeful. This feeling of hope was 
the inspiration behind our “Adopt-a-Room” makeover 
program. Our goal is to provide a space to homeless 
individuals and families that feels like home.

Thanks to our makeover volunteers, we have been able  
to transform 4 of our 11 Family Program rooms so far. 
When Judi Meighan went on a tour of the shelter, she 
was inspired to get her Women’s Meetup Group to help 
and decided to adopt a room.  With a fresh coat of paint, 
new bedding, an area rug, and even an inspirational 
quote on the wall, Judi and her group turned the room 
into a chic, warm, comfortable space.  

Reflecting on their volunteer experience, Judi shared, 
“While remodeling, we saw a woman carrying her 
baby and baby bathtub into the bathroom, a normal 
thing for a mother to do. But knowing they were 
homeless was just heartbreaking. It felt good to know 
we played a small role in making her feel at home.”

Interested in “Adopting-a-Room” at our Main Shelter?  
Contact TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org or  
(973) 993-0900 x213

A Holiday Tradition
For the last 18 years, York College of  
Pennsylvania has decked the halls of  
our Main Shelter for our annual Holiday 
Party. Each year, York College alumni and 
their amazing network band together to 
purchase holiday gifts for the children  
in our programs and gift cards for the 
parents. To make it even more special,  
they throw a jolly holiday party complete 
with supplies to create gingerbread  
houses, snacks and beverages, and a 
surprise grand finale with Santa arriving 
to meet the children! “The children get so 
excited when they see Santa,” event chair 
and York alumni Todd Steinberg shared. 

    Their joy still brings a tear to  
my eye after all these years.

HSI is so grateful for all of our “holiday 
elves” (and there are many of them), who 
put so much heart into making the season 
special. The holidays are an especially 
difficult time for our shelter guests and 
they were so moved by the generosity of 
strangers.
 
 

  

”“

York College of Pennsylvania hosts their 18th  

annual Holiday Party for the guests at our Main 
Shelter with a special surprise visit from Santa!

Judi Meighan and her Women’s Meetup Group adopted 
a room at our shelter to remodel, making it chic, warm, 
and comfortable for our shelter guests.

The team from T3 Lacrosse took on the 
challenge of sprucing up our new Warming 
Center space. They cleaned, painted, hung 
pictures, and made all the beds!



IN HONOR OF 

Donald Bailey 
John Newell

George & Phyllis 
  Beighley 
Jack & Lynda Beighley

Lou Bodian 
Dena Bodian

Russell Browning 
Diane Browning

Greg Calotta 
Elba Spadavecchia

Sarah Canberg 
Erica Chapman &  
   Steven Kaell

M.G. Denton 
Caroline & Kevin Smith

The DeVito Family 
Lou Manzo

Linda Disibio 
Lou Manzo

John & Anne Duffy 
Richard & Edith Rose

The Fasano Family 
Lou Manzo

William J. Fiore 
Mary Holcomb

Michele Fontana 
Christopher Fontana

Matt & Jeri Frankel 
Nancy & Chris Kakalec

George Goldman 
Michele & Greg Murray 
Dr. Barry Rosenberg

The Goldman Family 
Linda & Norman Idleberg

Tobi & George Goldman 
Adam Idleberg

Michael Habermann 
Carol Todd

Elizabeth S. Hall 
Sara & Bruce Schundler

The Homeless  
Solutions, Inc. Staff 
Kari & Peter Szary

Ron Johnson 
Lou Manzo

Veronica M. Kelly 
Amy Norvis

Anna, Charlotte &  
   Emily Kiczek 
Justin Kiczek

Lou Leo 
Sherin Thomas

Edward M. 
Hank Su

Vincent Manzo 
Lou Manzo

Dan McGuire 
Lucy & Gary Deutsch

Ronald Millman 
Lou Manzo

Mark & Erin Padovano 
Theresa & Anthony Padovano

Maxwell Pascal 
Roy Pascal

Spencer Pascal 
Roy Pascal

Susan Rennie 
Steve Goscinski

Dawn Samphel 
Russell Heller

The Randolph  
   High School Staff 
Deborah Iosso

Linda T. Snyder 
Mary Holcomb

Wendi Zimmerman 
Pross Zimmerman

IN MEMORY OF
Salvatore E. Cicale 
Carol Cicale

Mary Dingler 
Louise Goller

James W. Gray 
Francis Broderick

Pat & Ray Kohere 
Kari & Peter Szary

John Kukulski 
Kim & Patrick Doyle

Andrea Onorato 
Chris & Audrey Onorato 
Tina Ullmann

Barbara P. Phillips 
Mike Phillips

Radha Gundu Rao 
Geetha Sreenath

Amy Yapaola 
Lauren & Stephen Loebs

The Szary family made a generous 
gift through a stock transfer in honor 
of Pat and Ray Kohere, HSI supporter 
and staff member Kari Szary’s parents. 
Their sons are pictured here with them 
during a visit to Nashville. 

Peter and Kari Szary

A Creative Way to Honor A Legacy
 

“My parents always believed that doing the right 
thing for others was not a choice, but a way of life 
they exemplified through their careers in education 
and nursing,” Kari Szary shared recently when telling 
us about her late parents Pat and Ray Kohere.  “It’s that 
same belief – that mentality – at HSI that makes 
me so proud to work here. So of course, when my 
parents passed, we decided to make a gift in their 

honor. It was the perfect way to keep  
their legacy alive.”  

The Szary family made a generous  
donation through a gift of appreciated  
stock (see callout box). They are loyal  
supporters and knew exactly where they 
wanted the donation to go. “We know  
with 100% certainty that HSI makes the 
absolute most of every penny donated,” 
Kari said.

Tribute Gifts 10/01/2019 - 01/01/2020

Kari and her family are themselves living legends at HSI. Kari joined us over  
18 years ago, first as a volunteer and now as our Human Resources Manager.

Everyone at HSI knows Kari’s family – husband Peter and sons Cam, Jack, and Evan. We’ve seen them for years whether  
it was cooking at the shelter, lugging furniture into apartments for our graduates, organizing donation drives, or attending 
almost every HSI event!  

We are grateful to the Szary family for their longstanding commitment to HSI. What started with Kari making her mother’s 
famous sweet and sour pork chops at the shelter has turned into something much sweeter for our entire organization and 
the people we serve.

When you donate an  
appreciated stock to HSI 
you don’t pay capital gains 
taxes, plus you receive an 
income tax deduction for 
the full value of your stock. 
You can also make this gift 
in honor or in memory of a 
loved one.

PANTRY ITEMS
5 oz. Dixie (or other brand) paper cups

Antibacterial Wipes
Dinner Napkins

Hand Soap
Paper Plates
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

CLOTHING & LINENS
Men’s & Women’s Underwear

Pillows (new)
Twin sized sheets  

(in new or excellent condition)
Twin sized blankets  

(in new or excellent condition)

Did you Know ? 

If you are able to help provide any of these items  
please contact TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org

You can also check our Amazon Wish List for up-to-date 
needs by searching for the list “Homeless Solutions” on 

www.amazon.com

Wish List
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Colleen Bondy
Sarah Canberg
Warren Estey
Mike Gayda

George Goldman

Mary LeBlanc
Diane Mann
Ed Moriarty

Georgia Papathomas
Rob Schmitt

George Scott
Lee Taurman

Steve Trozinski
Tom Uhlman
Megan YoungA Hand UP, Not a HandOUT

Darla Wilkinson
Chair

Jim Nason
Vice Chair

Dan McGuire
CEO


