Santander Makes a
House a Home

A big thank you to Santander! Santander team
members helped move an HSI program graduate
and her family of four into their new home. It
was more than heavy lifting for this group. They
worked hard to transform the apartment into
a home by not just moving and laying out the
furniture, but also assembling two sets of bunk
beds. It required more time than expected but the
group wouldn’t leave until the apartment was in
move-in condition.

Staff from local northern New Jersey Santander Bank branches
volunteered their time at HSI as part of our Moving Solutions
team. They helped move an HSI program graduate and her family
into their new apartment.

A HAND UP, NOT A HANDOUT
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When asked to reflect on the move, Santander’s
Consumer & Business Banking General Counsel
Sally Mulligan shared, “Getting our associates
together to volunteer to move this hardworking
mom and her family to permanent housing
was an incredible experience for our team.
Earlier in the year we had an opportunity to
provide her with credit coaching and she
significantly increased her credit score.
Being part of her move-in was rewarding
beyond all of our expectations.”
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A New Home I’m
for Eight
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On Thursday, October 3rd, weon
grabbed
our giant
scissors and proudly
My
Feet
annual Garden State Fondo, formerly known as the Gran Fondo NJ, took place on Sunday,

A Wheely Great Day

The 9th
cut the ribbon for our newest affordable housing project. We joined
September 8th in Morristown, marking the first without its founder Marty Epstein, who passed away in
our supporters, as well as federal, state, and local officials to celeMay. This made for a bittersweet day as cyclists kicked off the event with a group fist pump and cheer
brate our new 8-unit property located on Martin Luther King Avenue
in Marty’s honor. Riders of all levels endured some hills and enjoyed scenic views while refueling at the
in Morristown.
Fondo’s notoriously delicious rest stops.
“HSI is a leader in affordable housing. The impact on and contribuSeveral local officials participated in the Grand Opening Ceremony including Mikie Sherrill, Representative
tions made are clearly evidenced by its recent projects. Within the last
for New Jersey’s 11th Congressional District. Mikie was part of the ribbon cutting along with HSI CFO Laura
two years, we’ve opened 12 new affordable apartments,” HSI Housing
Lannin. Laura was once again a member of our Riding for Homes bike team, “I get to combine my
Development Committee Chair Buddy Scott proudly shared.
passion for cycling with my passion for our mission,” she shared. “I’ve had so much fun over the
After two years of living on the
This project
was ideal for HSI. The location is close to amenities
years being part of the team. The generosity of our supporters donating to the homeless
in our
street, I finally had a place to lay
including parks, public transit lines, and downtown business. And, it
community has been heartwarming.”
my head and the opportunity to
provided an opportunity to turn an old, dilapidated building into attracThis year, the team set a fundraising goal of $75,000 in support of the 10 homeless working families in
reassess my life. I’m a veteran
tive, affordable apartments, improving the neighborhood.
our Transitional Housing Program (THP). These families are working hard to recover from the trauma of
and have struggled with mental
saw
some
It was
our first
property
offer
homelessness, rebuild their lives, and start looking for permanent housing of their own.We
The
team
wasfirsts with this project.
health
issues.
Being
in HSI’stoSafe
motivated more than ever to raise money this year. Federal funding for THP has drastically decreased
Haven Program, I began taking
and the program is in greater demand than ever before. THP is Homeless
responsibility for myself and my
Solutions’ most consistently successful program – 100% of the families
actions. I may not have adhered
that graduated over the last two years have moved to permanent housing
perfectly to all the rules of the
and remain housed. This represents 120 people no longer facing the
shelter in the beginning, but after
hardship of being homeless.
the first few weeks I realized
why the rules were in place and
Thank you to our Riding for Homes team, our fundraisers, sponsors, and
absolutely agreed with them. The
volunteers for another triumphant Garden State Fondo ride!
most important of them being the
Like to ride? Join our team! It’s a great way to do something you love
drug and alcohol policy – how
while giving back to your community.
can anyone be helped if they are
Contact LaceyAstrella@hsinj.org for more info.
not willing to help themselves?
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HSI HAPPENINGS

Yes, sign me up!

It’s easy! Just ask to be added to
our Call List and you will get
a notification (in most cases with
only a few days’ notice). If you’re
available, you help and if not,
we try again another time. By
committing to a few hours of
heavy lifting (and maybe some
baby holding on the side) a few
times a year, you can virtually
watch a family’s homelessness
end right before your eyes as you
help them move into their new
home.

Tribute Gifts

Are We In Your Inbox?

It’s “feel good” news once a month!

How do I become a
Moving Solutions
Volunteer?
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HSI CFO Laura Lannin had the opportunity to speak with Congresswoman
Mikie Sherrill before the Garden State Fondo.

After accepting the policies for
what they were and working with
my Case Management team,
things began looking up. I was
relinked with the VA and was
approved for housing assistance.
If it weren’t for HSI and the
support and assistance I received,
I do not believe I would be where
I am today. HSI helped me better
manage my finances and linked
me to various services. I am
excited to say that I will be
moving into a furnished apartment,
in a nice building, with access to
the care that I need.
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HSI’s Riding for Homes bike team took to the streets at this year’s Garden State Fondo! Our team raised
funds to help support our Transitional Housing Program – our most consistently successful program.
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~ David, HSI Shelter Graduate
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Happy Hour Sends a Child
to Camp
HSI staff and shelter
guests, pictured
with Congressman
Donald Payne, Jr.,
traveled to
Washington D.C.
to plead with our
elected officials to
say “no” to housing
cuts.

Advocating on Capitol Hill
For the third year in a row, HSI staff and shelter guests traveled down to
Washington D.C. for a day of advocacy on Capitol Hill. Participating in the
New Jersey Congressional Reception, otherwise known as “Hill Day,” they
were given the opportunity to speak to a room filled with over 300 other
advocates as well as our elected officials and plead with them to say “no”
to housing cuts.

Our Young Professionals Advisory Council (YPAC) kicked off the summer by
hosting a Happy Hour at the Horseshoe Tavern in Morristown. As with each
Happy Hour, they strive to raise funds for our greatest need. In this case it
was Summer Camp. Our Council, along with other Young Professionals in
the community, raised enough to send a child in our program to summer
camp. “The Young Professionals in our area love to rally around a
cause that is tangible and inspiring,” our YPAC Chair Dan Jago shared.
“HSI’s mission is powerful and provides an opportunity to help the
homeless in our own backyard. Our Young Professionals have become
passionate about raising awareness while enjoying a fun night out.”
Summer camp not only helps provide childcare while school’s out so
parents can work, it provides a unique social opportunity for the child.
Affordable and safe childcare is extremely important for the families in our
programs; it is often a major barrier in overcoming homelessness.

Interested in joining our Young Professionals Advisory Council? Contact
LaceyAstrella@hsinj.org for more info.

CLOTHING & LINENS

Men’s & Women’s Underwear
Pillows (new)
Shower Curtains & Shower Liners (dark colors)
Twin Sized Sheets (in new or excellent condition)
Twin Sized Blankets (in new or excellent condition)
If you are able to provide any of these items,
please contact TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org
For the last 10 years, Janine and Scott Chilson and their family have immersed
themselves in all things HSI! From attending events, to volunteering, and
joining committees, they are a family that is making a difference.

One Family Making a
Difference

We were proud of our shelter guests for sharing their stories. They clearly
demonstrated the need and benefits of programs like ours. They spoke
from the heart and shared how they got the “hand up” they needed to live
independently again.

“Just tell us what you need and when you need it.”
That’s how Janine and Scott Chilson answer the phone when they
see our caller ID.
HSI’s Young Professionals Advisory Council hosted a Kick off Summer
Happy Hour to raise funds to send a child in our program to summer camp.

Backpacks to Start the School
Year Right
For many, “back to school” means hitting the stores and piling your
shopping carts with new clothes and school supplies so your child has
everything they need to start the year off right. The families in our
programs are not able to make that school shopping trip.
Fortunately for us, local Mountain Lakes nonprofit, Project Readiness,
came to our aid this year. The group’s co-founders Jen Scarpati and Annie
Peters shared, “We were happy to be able to help. Our goal is to seek
to break the generational cycle of poverty by giving families the tools
to better their circumstances.”

Jen Scarpati and Annie Peters of local Mountain Lakes nonprofit Project Readiness
donated 33 backpacks to the children in our programs for this school year. The bags
were filled with school supplies, winter hats, waterproof gloves, and water bottles.

PANTRY ITEMS

5 oz. Dixie (or other brand) paper cups
Antibacterial Wipes
Dinner Napkins
Hand Soap
Paper Plates
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

Thank you to all the Young Professionals who made this summer camp
opportunity possible!

This year’s theme, Opportunity Starts at Home: Building a Necessary and
Secure Foundation for Healthy Communities, stressed “Housing is a
right – Housing is healthcare.” Our guests bravely spoke to the group
and shared their perspective. One speaker asked them to consider, “How
do you think your health would be impacted not knowing where you
were going to sleep or get your next meal?”

All in attendance left feeling empowered and glad to have their voices
heard.
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The kids were thrilled and the parents were overwhelmed by the
kindness of strangers. Thanks to Project Readiness, thirty-three children in
our programs will start off the school year with necessary supplies. Each
child received a new backpack filled with brand new school supplies,
winter hats, waterproof gloves, and they even got special water bottles.
Thank you, Project Readiness!

Our conversation started 10 years ago when Janine attended
Women’s Day. She was so was moved by the stories about how we
changed lives, she quickly immersed herself and her family into all
things HSI! From committee work, to fundraising/cycling for our bike
team, to cooking at the shelter, adopting families for the holidays,
and even playing on our Kickin’ it for a Cause kickball team. Scott,
her husband, rode with our bike team, and eventually joined our
Corporate Advisory Council representing Johnson & Johnson.

FURNITURE DONATIONS

Twin/Queen Beds
Dressers
Couches
Kitchen/Dining Tables
Coffee Tables
Nightstands/End Tables
TV Stands
Bookshelves
Desks
Other household items including dishes, linens, pots, and pans
Must be in very good, like new condition.
If you are able to provide any of these items, please contact
HSIFurnitureDonations@gmail.com

December 3, 2019

But still, Women’s Day is Janine’s favorite event to support, “It’s a fun,
but meaningful day. I’m always in awe hearing the shelter graduates
share their success stories. It helps all of the women in attendance
realize how their donations truly help to turn peoples’ lives around.”
Becoming involved with HSI has also been impactful for her whole
family. Janine recently shared with us, “When we were cooking at
the shelter, my son recognized a classmate sitting at a dining
table. It was an eye opening moment. It was upsetting, but it
made us realize that it’s true, anyone can become homeless. That
is why we are so grateful we can help contribute and make a
difference.”
And that is why we are so grateful to the Chilson family. Because just
like our other 600+ volunteers, we could not do what we do without
them. Which is why they are one family that is making a difference.

Give the Gift that Gives Back…

Donate $100 and
Get a Tee for Free!
Special Giving Tuesday
Promotion offer is
November 19 - December 3

Need it sooner? Contact WendiZimmerman@hsinj.org

